
The Voice of Our Savior’s 
OUR SAVIOR’S  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Volume 3 Number 7 

July 2026 

Our Mission 
is to 

Glorify 
God as we 
Gather 

around the 
Gospel to 
Grow 
in the 

Word and 
Sacraments 

and then 

Go 
to others 

with the Gospel 

When I was a Junior in high 
school, our choir went on tour over 
Easter break to the deep south. It 
was a great experience. But one of 
the things I found a little odd as a 
16 year old was one of the Bible 
readings in the middle of one of our 
anthems. A choir member read a 
longer portion of Romans 13, which 
included the verses printed above. 
It seemed like we were rebuking 
our brothers and sisters in Christ 
in the south for the Civil War. Per-
haps it was just me, but it made me 
think about things a little more.  

God establishes governments. It 
was true in Paul’s day. It is true in 
our day. Whether the government 
is good or bad, God has it there for 
a reason. In Paul’s day you could 
not say the government was favora-
bly disposed towards Christians. 
Tradition tells us all the Apostles 
except John died at the hands of 
the government. That includes 
Paul, who wrote these verses.  

Whether the person in power in 
the local, state, or national govern-

ment is someone I voted for or not, 
as a Christian I am to submit to 
them and honor them. The only ex-
ception is if they tell me to disobey 
God.  

I get the feeling that this is 
harder for Christians to do in our 
country. 

I also recognize that in this 
country we are blessed in many 
ways far beyond any other country.  

Yet our confidence is not in poli-
ticians or our country. It is in our 
Lord! 

This month we celebrate 250 
years as a country. Last month we 
celebrated 125 years as a town. It’s 
cool to think that South Shore has 
been here for one half of our coun-
try’s existence! That is awesome! 

But I am even more grateful 
that God did not just pay for half of 
my sins and leave the rest in my 
hands. What a frightening thought 
that is! How awesome is it that God 
has blessed us, not only with this 
country, but also with full for-
giveness in Jesus! 

God Established 
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13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no au-
thority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have 
been established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority 
is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, 
not only because of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience. 

Romans 13:1-2,5 
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Congregational  
News 

Sunday July 5 Christians Find Rest In Jesus Pentecost 6 
 Readings: , Ps 62, Romans 7:15-25a, Matthew 11:25-30 Communion 
 Sermon: Exodus 33:12-23   God Will Give You Rest  
 Hymns 283, 372, 312, 619 
Sunday July 12 Christians Are Planted By The Word Pentecost 7 
 Readings: Isaiah 55:6-11, Psalm 65, Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 Sermon: 1 Corinthians 3:5-11   God Makes It Grow 
 Hymns 644 620, 631, 932 
Sunday July 19 Christians Live As Wheat Among Weeds Pentecost 8 
 Readings: Psalm 19, Romans1:18-25, Mt 13:24-30,36-43 Communion 
 Sermon: Isaiah 44:6-11 
 Hymns 639, 856, 670, 704   There Is No Other Rock 
Sunday July 26 Christians Seek Spiritual Wealth Pentecost 9 
 Readings: Psalm 63, 1 Timothy 6:17-21, Matthew 10:5a,21-33 
 Sermon: 1 Kings 3:5-12   Invest In Spiritual Wealth 
 Hymns 717, 770, 853, 529 

 Consider reading the scripture lessons and hymns as a part of your personal de-
votions during the week leading up to Sunday Worship!  

Need A New Hymnal? 
If you need a new hymnal for use at home, 

please let us know so we can get one to you. We will 
start using the new hymnals in worship on July 12 

Dedication July 12 
We will dedicate our hymnals and 

new lights in worship on July 12. 

Peace Lutheran Closed 
Peace Lutheran Church in Clark has voted 

to close and recently held their last service.  

Worship In July Notes on Worship 
In July we continue the season of Pentecost. The Season after Pentecost features our 

Christian lives. The Bible says Christians are different. Christians are people who believe 
in Jesus as their Savior. But they often look the same as those who do not believe in Jesus. 
How are Christians different? The answer is often something internal, attitudes or perspec-
tives that come only from the work of the Holy Spirit in Word and sacrament. Ultimately, 
Christians are people who run to Christ for forgiveness because they have failed to live per-
fect lives. As we receive the mercy of Christ, it moves us to strive with all our being to do all 
the things that Jesus says Christians do, things that make Christians different.  

Worship is Sunday at 9:00 a.m. All services are streamed on Facebook at fb.com/
WELS.South.Shore/. The theme of each service is below. Hymnals are available at church if 
you would like one to use at home! Below is this month’s service information. 

New Library Books 
There are many new books in 

the Church Library. Take a look 
and pick up some great reading! 



Grow in Grace and Knowledge! 
Sunday Night Book Study  

In July we will continue discussing, Christian Worship: God Gives His 
Gospel Gifts by Johnold Strey. This book explores Christian worship prac-
tices and the biblical principles that guide them. Pastor Johnold J. Strey 
uses the wisdom of God's Word to explain the guidelines for worship, the 
significance of each part of the church service, the church year, symbol-
ism, and even more. Books are available at church. We plan to discuss 
these chapters on the following dates. 

July 5: Chapter 5: The Liturgy—An Overview 
June 12: Chapter 6: The Liturgy—Opening of Service 
June 19: Chapter 7: The Liturgy—Service of the Word 
June 26: Chapter 8: The Liturgy—Service of the Sacrament 
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We hope you can join us on Saturday, July 18, as we celebrate and thank God for 30 
years of ministry at GPL. You can find more details at GPLHS.org. Since the day will 
include a 5k fun run/walk, 3v3 basketball competition, a cornhole tournament, and a 
meal, an RSVP is requested by July 1, 2026. You can RSVP by completing the online 
form or by calling or emailing Sarah Roloff, 605-886-0672, sroloff@gplhs.org. 

We need your help! GPLHS is hosting a community, rummage giveaway and we 
would love your support. From Thursday through Saturday, July 23–25, we will open 
our campus to the community, offering rummage items free of charge. As guests select 
their items, we will package them along with a flyer sharing a gospel message and a 
coupon for GSI Thrift. To make this event possible, we are asking for donations of gen-
tly used items. You can drop them off at GPLHS, and we will store and organize them 
for the giveaway. Please have rummage items at GPL by Monday, July 20. Thank you 
for helping us serve our community in both practical and meaningful ways! 

GSI Thrift is looking for 2 part-time employees to work 16 to 24 hours per week. 
Wage depends on experience. If interested or have questions about the positions, please 
call 605-882-9955 and ask for Amy or Tammy. Or come into the store to speak with us 
and pick up an application.  

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
Sunday School will begin this Fall. It’s not 

too early to think about teaching! If you are 
interested or would like more information, 
please talk to Pastor Nelson. 

Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School was June 22-

26. Our theme was Space Station Sal-
vation. Thank you to all the teachers, 
helpers, craft workers, decorators, 
snack providers and everyone else who 
helped make our VBS a blessing to the 
nearly 20 students who attended. Your 
service to the Lord and his people is 
greatly appreciated! 

Great Plains News 

Thank You 
Thank you to Larry Benson for serving as 

our delegate at the District Convention! 
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Five New District Presidents Elected 
Five new district presidents were elected during the 12 WELS district conventions held this June. 

Each WELS district holds a convention once every two years, in the year between synod conventions. 
These conventions allow delegates to consider local ministry topics and issues that apply to the synod 
at large and to hold elections for district officers and committee members. 

The new district presidents elected by the convention delegates will join the other district presi-
dents reelected to their positions, the synod president, and the two synod vice presidents to form 
WELS’ Conference of Presidents, which maintains the synod’s doctrine and practice and is responsi-
ble for funding the synod budget. The new district presidents are Paul Seager, South Central Dis-
trict; Stephen Helwig, Nebraska District; Kevin Westra, Northern Wisconsin District; Jonathan 
Schroeder, South Atlantic District; and Benjamin Tomczak, Dakota-Montana District. 

The districts in which new presidents were elected all knew that they would be electing a new dis-
trict president because the presidents in those districts did not stand for reelection or, in the case of 
Donald Patterson of the South Central District, could not stand for reelection because of a new call. 
The other men who completed their service on the Conference of Presidents are Philip Hirsch, Ne-
braska District; Joel Zank, Northern Wisconsin District; Charles Westra, South Atlantic District; and 
Douglas Free, Dakota-Montana District. 

“We thank God and these men for their faithful service and pray for God’s continued blessing on 
their ministry,” says WELS President Mark Schroeder. “We pray for the Spirit’s wisdom and guid-
ance on the five brothers in Christ as they begin serving their districts and their synod in this new 
role.” 

More district convention news and photos will be shared in the August issue of Forward in Christ 
magazine. 

News from the WELS 


